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Clean energy: 
the key to economic and 
environmental resilience 
Words: 

As we continue to strive for a cleaner planet, governments, industries and 

organisations around the world are uniting to build a sustainable future. 

The time is ripe to explore innovations and technologies that can work to 

reduce carbon emissions and help to facilitate better resource efficiency 

In our digital age, data centres are 

commonplace. However, in the winds of the 

climate crisis sweeping the globe, it is 

incumbent on the data centre and 

colocation industry to minimise its 

environmental impact and maximise its 

energy efficiency. Since 2007, when industry 

consortium The Green Grid first 

materialised, it has been clear that clean 

energy is the key. Unfortunately, concerns 

about prohibitive costs put the data centre 

efforts on the backburner. 

But today, a selection of forward-thinking 

companies in the sector have led the charge 

in embedding cost-competitive renewable 

energy supplies into the data centre 

ecosystem. And now, as businesses face 

both mounting energy costs and pressure 

to conduct more sustainable operations, 

renewable energy should take centre 

stage, as we fight to rescue our resources 

and economies. 

The promise of a net zero future is in our 

sights. Luckily, we do not have to choose 

between acting on the energy crisis or the 

climate crisis, with renewable energy, we 

can do both. 
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Helping businesses overcome one of 

today's greatest challenges 

As its intersecting benefits for both the 

environment and economy are realised, the 

spotlight on clean energy has brightened. 

Businesses are seeking collaborations that 

underpin their sustainability, as well as 

financial goals and are partnering with 

companies who use clean energy in their own 

operations, or better yet, investing in their 

own renewable energy procurement 

solutions. As a prevalent partner in the 

modern business landscape, this naturally 

includes data storage operators. 

One of the key business challenges in many 

parts of the world today is soaring energy 

costs. A gas shortage in Europe in 2021 first 

pushed energy prices up and then the 

Russian war in Ukraine doubled them. But 

the crux of the problem is that relying on any 

one country for the import of energy, Russia 

or otherwise, is risky. If countries can 

increase the amount of their energy coming 

from local renewable sources, each market 

will become much more resilient and energy 

costs will decline. 

Unlike fossil fuels, the sun and the wind are 

not subject to fluctuating costs, and despite 

their intermittent nature, once the assets 

are built to harness them there is minimal 

recurring cost. As such, companies 

investing in clean energy infrastructures, 

data centres amongst them, enjoy 

predictable and consistently lower energy 












